UK -  the official name is the UK of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

· The UK has 4 countries 1. England – the capital  is London

                                                    2. Scotland – the capital is Edinburg

                                                    3. Wales – the capital is Cardiff 

                                                    4. Northern Ireland – the capital is Belfast

· Great Britain has 3 parts – England , Wales and Scotland

· population – 58 million people  ( only 31% are British), there are Scottish, Welsh, Irish, Vietnamese, Indian, Somali
· the capital is London ( it is the center of government ) 

· the head of the state is the Queen – Elizabeth II.

· Parlament has 2 houses – the House of Commons

                                            -  the house of Lords

· Prime minister is the most important minister 
· There are 3 main political parties – the Labour party ( left wing ) , the Conservative party ( right wing ), and the Social Democrat

· Major cities- London, Liverpool, Birmingham, Manchester
· Places of interest – Cambridge( the cathedral ), Oxford( colleges), Hadrian´s wall, Cornwall and West Devon 

· Climate- England has a moderate climate. There is much rain. It rains very often.Winters aren ´t very cold but there is much snow, in summer rains a lot
· Currency – British pound
· Language – English, Welsh, Scottish , but there are more than 150 languages, many people speak 2 languages
· The Royal family lives in the Backingham palace in London. The Queen has 4 children : Charles, Anne, Andrew and Edward. Prince Charles is the oldest so he will be the next king

· Industry –there is heavy industry , Engl. has resources of coal, oil, gas and lead 
· Agriculture- farms, cows, sheep, lambs,milk meat, eggs, wool, potatoes, vegetables, fish   

· Geography – for GB is typical low rolling counrtyside in the east and south, hills and mountains are in the western and northern regions, major rivers – the Thames and the Severn ( is the longest English river )

· Geogr. of Scottland – there are lowlands and highlands, the highest peak is Ben Nevis 1344m, famous lake is Loch Ness

· Symbols associated with London and England : River Thames ( London ), Big Ben

            Westmister Abbey,Houses of Parliament,Royal family,Union Jack ( the official flag of UK ),hifh tea ( drinking tea in the late afternoon ),Bobbies ( a knickname for policemen ) 

            Double decker bus, Black taxis, the Beatles, rock- and roll band from 1960s, they came from Liverpool, W. Shakespeare,Agatha Christie, J.R.R.Tolkien, Charles Dickens, 
Diana, princess of Wales, the Queen Elizabeth II., David Beckham 

British food- they eat beef, lamb, pork, chicken, fish with potatoes and vegetables.

The most typical food – fish and chips, apple pie, the sandwich
Traditional drinks – tea, coffee, wine, bitter – dark beer   

